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REMARKS 



The foregoing Amendment is :. filed in response to the Office 

i : : 

Action dated January J.1, 2008. Reconsideration is respectfully 

requested. 



The status of the 



claims is '.as follows 



Claims 1-14, 24, and 43-52 are currently pending. • 

i ' [ 

Claims 1-14, 24, and 43-52 stand rejected. 

Claims 1, 4, 9, 2k, 43, 50, "land 52. have been amended. 

i 

i 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-14, 24, and 43-52 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as beirjg unpatentable over Camenisch et al. ("An 

i ; " ; 

Efficient Fair Payment! System") in view of Stolfo et al. (USP Pub. 
2004/0002903) . The Applicants Respectfully submit, however, that 
base claims 1, 9, 24l, 43, and : 52, as amended, and the claims 
depending therefrom, recite non-obvious sub j ect matter that 
distinguishes over the art of record, and therefore the rejections 

i 

of claims 1-14, 24, and 43-52- under 35 U.S.C. 103' should be 
withdrawn. 

For example, amended base claim 1 : recites a^ method of 
purchasing a product while maintaining anonymity of a: buyer that 
includes receiving, by a trusted third party from the buyer, an 

plurality-: of different payment methods , and 



indicator of one of a 



assigning an anonymous identifier to the indicator of the 
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respective payment 
populates a digital 
buyer, including a bufi 
of the respective 
The trusted third 
anonymou s identifier 
the buyer is purchasi 
price. Next/ the 
total sale price for 
purchasing. As reci 
method for purchasing 



trusted third party 
determine the res 
anonymous identifier . 

to querying the 



prior 



method for purchasing 
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mfethod. tiext, the ' trusted third party 

repository!; with data associate^ with the 

'er identification indicator, the indicator 

methojd, and the: anonymous identifier . 

then i; receives, from the buyer, the 
i: : 
J! • 
an anonyjmous payment method for a product 

The product has an associated total sale 
third party receives, from a 'seller, the 
payment appV ova:L of the P roduct the buyer is 
in amended claim 1, the respective payment 

l] : ■ ! 

the product is unknown to the seller . The 



payment 



pcxty 



ate 



sing 



trusted 



.tea 



then queries the digital [ repository to 
payment method from- thje received 
As further recited in amendejd claim 1, 



pecbtive 



digital repository, the respective payment 



the producjt is unknown to the trusted third 



party . Next, the trusted thir& party requests payment approval 

from a payment partner by providing the payment:; partner a 

! ' ; 

1 ■ • ■ 

description of the respective payment method, as determined in the 
querying step, and till total sa|e price. The payment j approval is 

is i ' i 

then provided to the seller. ! 
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The official action indicates that the Camenisch reference 
discloses receiving, |y a trusted third party from a- buyer, an 
indicator of a payment method, and assigning; an: anonymous 
identifier to the indicator that =' corresponds to the payment 
method. The official action farther indicates that i the Stolfo 

I i : ! : 

reference discloses populating,;! by^ the trusted third party, a 
digital repository wi|h data that is associated with : the buyer, 

Hi "'•!': ! ■ : 

t. . : , ■ i 

receiving, by the djrusted th^rd , party from the buyer, the 

t ili : ■ i 

r, j : 

anonymous identifier 4 s an anonymous payment method for- a product' 
the buyer is purchasing, receiving, by tile trusted, third party 
from a seller, a total sale price for payment approval of the 

V. ' ■ 

product the buyer is ^purchasing];, querying, by thjsi trusted third 

party, the digital repository to| determine the payment : method from 

h j: ; : ' 

the received anonymo&s identifier, requesting, by the trusted 

i "• i : 

third party, payment Approval from a payment partner by providing 

I % ■ !' "i 

the payment partner d description Of the payment; method and the 

I |f .: I : 

total sale price, and Providing payment approval to the seller. 

\\ . ! 

Specifically, wijth reference to the step 6f querying the 

I • i| ; i" .-; 

digital repository tjp determine the payment mpthod from the 

anonymous identifier ,■; the official action indicates that the 

Stolfo reference discloses a pripxy system that ca'n pass a user's 

* : ! : \ "'■ • ^ 

proxy identifier to a;bank to alrlow that bank to identify the user 

■■ . " • 

I 4l6- 
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as a bank customer ^nd to subsequently access ; the : customer ' s 

i ' ! ' 1 

account. As indicated in the Official action, the user's proxy 



identifier may be considered asj 



The official action further indicates that when the bank receives 

the user's proxy identifier, itSljia inherently a ware of what type 

customer ijs implementing , and can therefore 



of payment method the 



The Applicants re 
querying the digital 



recited in amended base claim 1 >i 



trusted third party 



inherently or otherwis 



@]019 



\'.\ 
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a distinct plastic credit card. 



identify the customer and. access' the customer's : account for 
processing a transaction 

3spectfullyj[ point out, however, that prior to 

'I ■ ' ] ■ 

: repository| to. determine the: payment method 

from the anonymous identifier, ; fehe respective payment- method for 

purchas ing a product 



is unknom to the trusted third party , as 



In fact, the trusted 'third party 



performs the step of ^querying t;ae digital repository in order to 
determine the respective payment! method, which was unknown to the 



prior to; performing the ; queirying step, 



Accordingly, unlike tide bank dSscutssed in., the Stiolfo reference, 

! '.il' J . i ' 

the trusted third party !of ijamended claim 1 |is; not aware, 



! e, of : what type of payment method a customer 

i 1 t- : • • j \\. 

is implementing befojre querying the digital repository. The 
Applicants further point out tjftat '.the respectivej. pigment method 



1:1 
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As recited in amended base 
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for purchasing the product is unftown to the seller}, .aCsj recited in 

r fl " ■ ■ 

h 

amended claim 1. i. 



claim 1, the cl 



irned method of 



purchasing a product- while maintaining anonymity J qf a buyer 
includes receiving, by a trustejp third party frorij tji^ buyer, an 



indicator of one of : a plurality of different p 



kymeijit methods , 



respective payment method, andlf. 
identifier, the respective payAtent method jby quedrying a digital 



assigning an anonymcjus identifier to the in^icatpr of the 

determining, froiji th^ anonymous 



repository populated iwith datajt 



i I 

associated: with Ithe .buyer. 



As 



described in the present application^ the plurality \d£ different 

l . ,j< i • ' ; 1 J 

payment methods can include an authorization, a pa}kne£t, a credit, 



i I . i 

or any other suitable^ payment njpithod; {see page 17|, lines 7-9, of 

the application) _ Th£ claimed Invention therefore 1 allows a buyer 



to employ one of a plurality 'jjpf different payment J methods for 



purchasing a product , ; while concealing the;buyer's payment method 
from the seller and maintaining jpomplete privacy - 



In this way, a |>uyer's usj| 
becomes transparent to a sell 



accept thfese new y^hicles for 



party is enabled to timplement . ; 

\ 

will also become enabled to 

transactions with the: trusted £hird party, witho 

t . 

|Ilb- 



of : tnany varied fk>mis 
. 'Further, as 
I hew: payment vehic 



of payment 
a trusted third 

■ ' i ^ 

lesU the seller 
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costly implementation themselves 



buyer's payment methods from the seller, jthe : cl^im^ invention 

micropaymdnts , while 3 maintaining 



allows for the implementation 6 



'! invention also 



the complete privacy of the bu;;er. ..The claimed 
allows for buyers to set up pre:: unded : cash :p.cc6unt|s, ^Icixch can be 



used while maintaining complete 



suggested in the Camenisch and S 



reference discloses a method 
maintaining anonymity of a buy e if 

!i 

1, in which a payment method of 



of the application). Such ac vantages a£je neither! taught nor 
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i ! 

Advan t a^eou sly 



iprivacy (s^e page 



v by] hiding the 



;7,jlines 9-17, 



plf o references , 



:■ i i : if. ■ v 

Because neither the Camenisch', reference :Sor;^ the Stolfo 



the buyer Remains 



trusted third party : queries, sing! -an anonymous., identifier, a 
digital repository populated wij :h data associated']/ with the buyer 

: : -i ; 1; j 

to determine the payment mejdjuod, -;the A|?plican£s jbrespectf ully 
submit that the combined teaqH^ngs of th^ Cam.ei^scj| and Stolfo 



a if 



references would not jsuggest toj 



!;;f 



1 

discussed above with .reference^ 



further submit that the combiji| Id teaching^ of tl^e Qamenisch and 
Stolfo references would not su§| 



L 

1 
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I pxpduct while 



as ifeciteql in am$nde£l base claim 



: 6 



junknown until a 



one of o r dinary s k i 1 1 ; 



at the time of the invention thj| .subject matter bf^amqnded claim 1 
and the claims depending there !:rom/: Format lej*st : |the reasons 



o amended dlaim 1 



in this art 



the Applicants 



est to one. |i ski Hell ini, this art at 



19 • 
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the time of the invention th£ 

i 

claims 9, 24, 43, and 52 and 
Accordingly, it is respectfully 
claims 1-14, 24, and 43-52 
withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing, 
the present application is in 



under ' 35 tr.S.C, 



and favorable action is respectfully requested 



;.t is; respejqtfull^j submitted that 
ik condition ; for allowance. Early 



The Examiner is encouraged to; telephone jtfhe; 

; : . !■ I i : 



Attorney to discuss any matter; 
the present application. 



REG/pjd 
Enclosure 



365323.1 
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subject matter of amended base 
•the claims 1 ' depending therefrom. 

;■ H .1 

submitted that thjd rejections of 



^103 

i i. I 
! i ! 
'< I. ' 



i 



should be 



undersigned 



that 1 would) expedite iallowance of 



. t • jj jj 

Respectfully siibmijtted, 
CHARLES |E. SIGLER i JR . ET AL 




fchard E . ^c^mc 
Registration! Nj6. 39,196 
Attorney fojrj Applicants 

I | i 
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